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Course summary: Historical forces shape and in some ways determine which texts are read and which texts are written.  In this course, we will read selected texts from different stages of literary development in England.  Our survey from the beginnings of English literature to twentieth-century texts will primarily analyze how these texts have been shaped by, responded to, and used by one of the most powerful currents in western thought—Christianity.  Some attention will also be paid to current trends in western literary theory (primarily new historicism and feminism).  

Texts: The Ukrainian Education Center at Prospect Pobedy 30, apt. 82, will provide texts for this course.  They are available for a 4.5 month checkout. Please ask the worker at the main desk for these books.  

The UEC is open Monday through Saturday from 11:00-22:00.

Expectations: Each student is expected to make a positive contribution to the learning environment by punctually reading the assignments and by actively participating in class discussions.  Any student who does not positively contribute to the learning environment may be asked to leave the room or banned from attending class meetings. No cheating of any kind—including plagiarism--is allowed.  Any act of cheating may be deemed grounds for failure of the course.  If you arrive to class after a quiz has begun, you may not enter the room until after the quiz is over. Late essays will be accepted only one class meeting late and the grade will be lowered 20 points. Late is defined as being after my last call for papers during the class they are due. 

Grading: A 90-100, B 80-89, C 72-79, D 66-71, F 65 and below

There will be two exams (10% each), 10 quizzes (20%), two essays (10% each), and a comprehensive final (20%).  Of the two exams and two essays, the lowest score will be dropped.  The final exam and the quizzes may not be dropped.  In other words, you may choose to simply not write one of the essays or not to take one of the exams if you believe your other grades will be high enough to reach the grade you desire.

Exams will include brief identifications and essays.  Unannounced quizzes will be given at the beginning of 10 class periods.  Normally, the quiz will consist of 10 short answer questions based on that day’s assignment.  Quizzes will be accepted only if they are written on A4, lined, white paper with your name (first name first), student number, and the number of the quiz in the upper, right corner.  If you arrive after the quiz has begun, you may not enter the room.  

Essays: Essays must focus on topics given in class.  Each essay must be at least 12 fully-developed paragraphs (normally 5 typed pages) and must be typed using 12-point font with a 3.75 cm margin on the left and a 2.54 cm margin on the right, 1.25 margins at the top and bottom.  No cover page should be submitted.  Type your name and student number in the top right corner.  Give a centered title to the essay on the fourth line and begin the first sentence of the first paragraph on the fifth line.  Double space the essay.  Use MLA standards of documentation.  

Schedule of Readings

Please read the assignment of that session before coming to class.  Poems should be read several times, and most other works merit at least 2 readings.  

THIS SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND THE SYLLABUS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE PROFESSOR’S DISCRETION.

Session 1
Introduction to medieval England and medieval literature, “Dream of the Rood”

Session 2
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Session 3
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Session 4
Everyman
Session 5
Chaucer’s “The Nun’s Priest Tale”

Session 6
Chaucer’s “The Nun’s Priest Tale” (cont.)

Session 7
discussion of critical theory

Session 8              Exam 1


Session 9
Introduction to Renaissance literature, Milton’s Paradise Lost 

Session 10
Paradise Lost Book I (cont.)
Session 11
Paradise Lost Book II (cont.)

Session 12           Macbeth

Session 13
Macbeth (cont.)

Session 14
Macbeth (cont.)

Session 15
The Metaphysical poets, poems of John Donne, essay 1 due

Session 16
Gerard Manley Hopkins poems
Session 17
Hopkins (cont.)
Session 18
Exam 2

Session 19
Victorian England and Elizabeth Gaskell’s North and South

Session 20
North and South (cont.)

Session 21
North and South (cont.)

Session 22
North and South  (cont.)

Session 23 
Modernism and T. S. Eliot

Session 24
Eliot (cont.)

Session 25
Lewis, Tolkien, and the Inklings

Session 26
make-up, essay 2 due

Session 27
Final Exam 

