Readings in Nineteenth-Century British Literature

ICU-Kyiv 

Summer 1998

C. Lovingood, instructor

Our goal in this course is to gain some familiarity with the major players of nineteenth-century British prose and poetry, especially several Romantics, two novelists (Jane Austen and Emil Bronte), major Victorian poets, the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, and several key essayists.  We will also be examining some social concerns including the “Woman Question” and religion and doubt in Victorian England. 

Policies: 

Attendance is required.  Knowing that you may have a Leith Walk experience this summer, two absences will be allowed.  After two absences, you will be handed over to a vivisectionist and then pickled to be preserved in a jar for us in a Thomas Huxley evolution lecture.  

Since Matthew Arnold won’t be around to keep a check on us this summer, I suppose we must have some sort of grading system.  Knowing the Victorian love for Blue Books and statistics, how does the following strike you?

20% quizzes (with one drop quiz)

20% midterm exam

20% an assortment of writing assignments (more info later)

20% a final exam (slightly comprehensive)

A  90-100    B 89-80    C  79-70    D  65-69    F  64 and below

No extra credit.  Don’t even ask.  A separate handout will describe the writing assignments in greater detail. 

In keeping with John Stuart Mill’s comment that “a pupil for who nothing was ever demanded which he or she cannot do, never does all he (or she) can,” I present to you our schedule of readings:

May 12
Introduction with the erudite Mr. Joe Stephenson

May 13 
TBA

May 14
TBA

May 15
William Wordsworth: “Tintern Abbey,” “We Are Seven,” excerpts from the preface of Lyrical Ballads, “The World is Too Much With Us”

May 19
Coleridge: “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” “The Eolian Harp,” introduction to the English novel

May 20
Pride and Prejudice, chapter 1-10, introduction to Austen and her world

May 21
Pride and Prejudice
May 22
Pride and Prejudice


May 26
finish the novel

May 27
E.B. Browning: from Sonnets from the Portuguese, letters, R. Browning: “Two in the Compagna”

May 28
Robert Browning: “Porphyria’s Lover,” “Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister,” “My Last Duchess,” “The Bishop Orders His Tomb,” “Fra Lippo Lippi”

May 29    
midterm exam

June 2

Faith, Doubt, and the Victorian Sages: Thomas Carlyle “Everlasting No,” “Everlasting Yea”

June 3

John Henry Newman from Apologia Pro Vita Sua
June 4
Matthew Arnold: “Dover Beach” and “The Buried Life” and a little Darwin and Huxley 

June 5
Alfred, Lord Tennyson: from In Memoriam and “Ulysses”

June 9
Tennyson: “The Lady of Shalott,” from Idylls of the King, “Crossing the Bar” and enlightening discussion of the Victorian interest in the past

June 10
Pe-Raphaelite Brotherhood and one the poet they refused to admit


D. Rossetti “Jenny” and “The Burden of Nineveh”


C. Rossetto “Goblin Market”

June 11
writing assignments due, introduction to the Brontes and Wuthering Heights
June 16-19
Wuthering Heights

Final exam. 

Subject to change.  Subject to interpretation.  Not subject to vivisection. 

