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Course description:  This course is designed to help you improve all aspects of your English writing skills.  We will especially focus on written argument and the role certain rhetorical concepts play in writing good arguments.  Concomitant with written argument goes critical thinking and reading, both of which we will try to improve on in this course. 

Assumptions: Any student enrolled in this course must have passed College Study Skills.  As an instructor, I also assume that each person in this class truly wants to improve their writing skills.  In addition, I assume that each student will assume some level of responsibility not only for their own work and behavior, but will also see themselves as a part of a community of learners and will feel an obligation to be committed to contributing to a healthy classroom environment.  Without such a commitment from both instructor and students, the goals of the course probably will not be achieved.  

Texts: We will use the Allyn and Bacon Handbook occasionally.  Most of the course, though, comes from lecture and in-class discussion.  One novel may be read near the end of the semester, but the novel has not been chosen yet.  

Policies: Below you will find the results of our syllabus negotiation.

Attendance.  All students are expected to attend every class meeting.  Three absences (absences are not distinguished between excused and unexcused) without any penalty are allowed.  Six absences equals automatic failure of the course.  Each absence after three reduces the final grade by 3%.  

Grading. Four grades will be assigned in this course: A, B, C, or F.  A is well above average or excellent work.  B is above average; C is average.  F is unacceptable.  The final course grade will be given based on your performance in class, commitment to the writing process, a series of writing portfolios (3-4), and one final exam worth 10%. 

Extra credit.  There will be one extra credit opportunity for each portfolio due the day that particular portfolio is due.  The assignment will be announced in class.  The assignment must be typed, double-spaced, using a 12-point font. In order to receive any extra credit, the writing must be at least above average.  No late extra credit papers will be accepted.  

Late papers.  Since writing is a process, all assignments should be turned in on time so that I might be able to provide appropriate feedback.  One assignment may be turned in one class meeting late without any penalty.  The assignment will not be accepted after that class meeting. 

Classroom behavior.  It is the entire class’s responsibility to make sure everyone follows proper academic decorum.  The instructor will issue one warning when there is a violation and upon the second warning, the class will be asked to decide whether or not the person should be removed from the room.  If the person is asked to leave the room, the person must leave in an orderly and very quiet manner.  One absence will be charged against the person; two if the person is disruptive as they leave.  A typed letter of apology signed by the Dean addressed to the instructor and the class must be submitted to the class before the student is allowed to return to the class.  

All policies are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. 

Schedule of Assignments:

Session 1
Guest lecturer (I was not in Kyiv yet.)

Session 2
Course introduction and partial syllabus negotiation

Session 3
Syllabus negotiation; your proposed syllabus due

Session 4
Chapter 1 A & B, in-class writing on the chapter, discussion of Portfolio 1 topics

Session 5
Chapter 6 A & B, in-class writing on the chapter, final discussion of Portfolio 1 topics, developing a thesis statement and introductions

Session 6
Bring your thesis statement and introduction to class, read chapter 3  A&B, in-class writing on the chapter

Session 7
Bring your first draft to class; this draft must be complete with an introduction, thesis statement and paragraphs of development; peer review; optional reading chapter 5 A&B
Session 8
Receive first draft with comments or turn in late first drafts; discussion of the rhetorical triangle

Session 9 
reading Daisy Miller; in-class writing; turn in revisions

Session 10
reading Daisy Miller; in-class writing

Session 11
turn in Portfolio 1 and finish group discussion of Daisy Miller

Session 13 
discussion of Portfolio 2

The rest of the schedule will be announced as the semester progresses. 

