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Course goals: English Composition 2 continues to develop the skills and themes introduced in English Composition 1. The con-se offers the student the opportunity to improve her or his written and spoken English skills. The particular emphases of this course are source-based written argument and vocabulary development. The instructor assumes the student has basic command of written argument and certain rhetorical concepts useful in developing written argument.

Assignments: To achieve the course goals, all students are expected to adequately complete all assignments on time. Two main projects make up the bulk of the assignments. The writing component is a progressive research assignment on a controversial topic of your choosing. By the end of the semester, the student will have written one article summary, two-- article critiques, a position paper, an expanded and revised position paper, and several peer reviews (total of 70% of the course grade). The vocabulary development component cons. Ten of the reading of Charles Dickens's Great Expectations. Ten reading and vocabulary quizzes will be given over the novel and four sets of 20 sentences using vocabulary from the novel (I'll provide the words) (total of 20% of the course grade). The course will culminate in a final exam of questions over the novel and an in-class essay (total of 10% of the course

grade).

Course policies: All students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner characteristic  of one pursuing a higher education. Of utmost importance is respect for the instructor and for  one's peers. In this class, such "respect" will be interpreted as adhering to all the course policies which include listening and being silent while the instructor is talking or while a recognized student is speaking. Hopefully, we will have no problems in this area. It is up to the class as a whole to prevent this from becoming a problem. If a student is unable to demonstrate proper respect, the student must leave the room, will be counted absent, and may only be re-admitted to the class with a typed letter of apology addressed to the class and signed by the student and the rector of the university. Being tardy and leaving the room excessively also constitutes this kind of disrespect. These types of disturbances will not be tolerated this semester.

As a part of this continued demonstration of respect, students will not succumb to the temptation to cheat. Cheating includes plagiarism or – while taking a quiz – talking, looking at another student's paper, passing notes, looking off unauthorized notes, or writing answers on desktops. Any cheating violation puts the student in jeopardy of failing the course and the student’s final grade may be lowered up to 15 points per violation depending on the severity of the violation. Cheating is lazy and irresponsible; it is dehumanizing and harms character development. Earn your grade and be proud of your achievement.

Late papers will be reduced up to 15 points per class meeting the paper is late. Do everything you can to turn in assignments on time. For the benefit of your grade, it's better to turn in something on time than turn in a late paper. The expanded and revised position paper must be typed but all other assignments may be hand written on A4 paper with 2.5 cm margins on

all sides. Your name (first name first, last name last), Composition 2, and the specific name of each assignment must be written in the upper right-hand corner of every assignment.

It is of great importance that you attend every class meeting. Students who miss many classes rarely pass the course. Six absences will be allowed. Following the sixth absence, the student's final grade will be lowered five points for each absence after six absences.

An A (90-100) constitutes excellence and requires hard work and dedication. A B (80-89) is above average work. A C (70-79) is average quality. A D (67-69) is below average. An F  (66 and below) constitutes a failing grade.

Schedule of Assignments and Readings:

Session 1: introduction of the course

Session 2: discussion of MLA documentation, plagiarism, the process of research, and the first writing assignment – the summary; read chapters 1 and 2 of Great Expectations (GE).

Session 3: turn in the summary of the first article along with a copy of the article; peer review

Session 4: read GE 3-6; discuss vocabulary

Session 5: bring a second article to class for the first summary/critique; discussion of how to critique an article; turn in first set of sentences for GE

Session 6: turn in the first summary/critique and a copy of the article; peer review

Session 7: read GE 7-10; discuss vocabulary

Session 8: last day to turn in the first revision of the summary and/or the first summary/critique; be prepared to discuss your topic with the class; oral arguments over students' topics

Session 9: read GE 11-15; discuss vocabulary

Session 10: turn in the second summary/critique and a copy of the article

Session 11: read GE 16-19; turn in second set of sentences

Session 12: discussion of grammar points; readings from Harbrace Handbook (TBA)

Session 13: read GE 20-25; discuss vocabulary

Session 14: last day to turn in final revisions for the summary and first summary/critique; last day to turn in first revision of the second summary/critique

Session 15: read GE 26-29; discuss vocabulary

Session 16: discussion of research projects; be prepared to discuss and defend the position you are taking on your topic; discussion of position paper

Session 15: bring rough draft of position paper; peer review

Session 16: turn in final draft of position paper

Session 17: read GE 30- 33; turn in third set of sentences

The rest of the schedule of readings will be made available during the semester.
