History of Christianity Wisconsin International University—Ukraine Winter 2000 Chris Lovingood, instructor chris@svitonline.com 274-21-96 (don't call after midnight) 

The purpose of this course is to associate the student with the origins and development of Christianity. Since Christianity was born in a Jewish milieu, the course will begin with an examination of Torah (especially Genesis and Exodus), will continue with a survey of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), and then proceed to the historical events leading up to the time of Jesus of Nazareth. Focus will then shift to a close reading of the narrative records of Jesus' life (the gospels) and will then move toward the emergence of the early Christian community and the spread of the faith throughout the Roman world. Since this class is supposed to incorporate the Religions in America course, some attention will be given to the place of Christianity in American history and culture. Some attention will also be given to defending the Christian faith against the attack of its critics.

Not only will you learn much about the Christian faith, you will also be exposed to spoken English during the lectures and written English in reading assignments from the English Bible and handouts. Advanced knowledge of English is required to pass the course. Please take advantage of every opportunity -including this course-to improve your English.

Since this course is a lecture course, attendance at all lectures is vital. Also, this class meets only once a week so it's important you always be at the lectures. The course will be divided into two parts each day: before the break and after the break. You will be allowed to miss six of these parts. Every absence following your sixth absence will result in your final grade being lowered five points.

Every student is expected to listen and participate at the appropriate time. Of utmost importance is the need to listen quietly while the teacher is speaking or while another student is speaking. If you are incapable of controlling yourself, you will be asked to leave the room. This expulsion will count as two absences. Permission to re-enter the room at the next meeting will be granted only with. a typed latter of apology addressed to the instructor and the class and signed by the rector of the university.

Your grade will be determined by how well you meet the following requirements:

Three exams based on lecture material and the course readings (primarily from the English Bible but also from handouts) (25% each); in-class quizzes and in-class work (1 5%) and one writing assignment (10%). Details about the writing assignment will be given later.

An A is 90-100, а В is 80-89, а С is 73-79, a D is 65-72, and an F is 64 or below. All major assignments (exams and the writing assignment) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in the course. Occasionally, a video outside of class will be offered to make up for a missed quiz or poor quiz score. Attendance at video showings is optional but certainly may help your grade and will definitely enhance your understanding of the course material.

Cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating includes speaking during quizzes or exams, using unauthorized notes, looking at another person's paper, looking at notes written on a desk, etc. Cheating is lying. It hurts you as a person and harms the ethical fiber of Ukraine. Respect yourself as a human being and do your own work. Don't look to other people for help during quizzes or tests. Your grade should reflect your work and knowledge-not someone else's. Any incident of cheating puts the student in jeopardy of failing the course; the final grade may be reduced up to 20 points for each violation depending on the severity of the violation.

Dictionaries may not be used during quizzes or tests. Do not ask the instructor the meaning of a word during an exam or quiz.

The primary text for this class is the English Bible. The professor will be using the New International Version and may sometimes make reference to the New Revised Standard Version or the New Living Translation. Handouts will be taken mostly from Lee Strobel's The Case for Christ (Zondervan Publishing, 1998). Strobel was an award-winning journalist for the Chicago Tribune and his book is a product of his journalistic investigation of the life of Jesus.

Schedule of Readings 
Each reading must be completed the day it is assigned, not the day after.

Session 1
Genesis 1-3 (lectures from Schaeffer's Genesis in Space and Time)

Session 2 Birth of the Jewish nation: Genesis 4, 6-9, 12, & 22

Session 3
The exodus and conquest: Exodus 1-20; Joshua 1-6; & Judges 16

Session 4 
The Kings of Israel: 1 Samuel 8. 9, 10; Isaiah 52-53

Session 5 
The Intertestamental Period and a video on the Messiah; exam 1 

Session 6 
readings from The Case for Christ
Session 7  
readings from The Case for Christ return exam  

Session 8
transmission of NT

Session 9 
Jesus' Teachings: Matthew 5-7, Luke 15

Session 10
Video

Session 11 
Jesus' Miracles: John 1-6, 8: readings from The Case for Christ; exam2

Session 12 
Jesus' last days: Matthew 26-28 & Luke 22-24; readings from The Case for Christ 

Session 13
Birth and spread of the Christian community: Acts 1- 10; video 

Session 14 
Paul: Romans 

Session 15 
Exam

Session 16
Final exam

