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This course will survey Victorian literature by focusing on three primary themes: industrialization and mechanization, faith and doubt, and “The Woman Question,” all three primary forces in Victorian life.  Inclusion on the course reading list is not an endorsement of this test as a “great” work of art but that these texts reflect well the tensions and anxieties of Victorian culture.  A variety of genres will be read: poetry, novel, essays, drama; and they will be read from a number of perspectives.  

Attendance at every class meeting is expected.  More than four absences is grounds for failure of the course.  After four absences, you will be handed over to a vivisectionist and then pickled for use in a Thomas Huxley lecture.  Don’t disturb the class if you arrive late.  And act of cheating—talking during a quiz or exam, using/possessing cheat notes during a quiz or exam, plagiarism—is grounds for failure of the course but probably not conditions for self-combustion.  

Since Matthew Arnold won’t be around to check on you, regular, unannounced quizzes will be given and recorded in Blue Books.  One quiz grade may be dropped.  Three exams will be given including a comprehensive final.  One writing assignment will be due the last day of class.  Three films will also be viewed as a part of the course.  Attendance at one of the film viewings in required.  Viewings will be held at Kirponosa 13 TBA.  After the official viewings, the videos may be viewed at the Ukrainian Education Center at Dovzhenko16B, apt. 79.  On each exam you will be given the opportunity to respond to a film.  The three films are The French Lieutenant’s Woman, Angels and Insects, and Mrs. Brown.  
The grading scale is : 90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 64-69 D, 64 and below F.  Each exam is worth 20%, quizzes are 20%, and the writing assignment is 20%.  

Books are available at the Ukrainian Education Center.  Handouts will be given in the class for the other readings.  

The writing assignment will be a literary analysis on Hard Times.  The essay must be typed with a 12 point font and 2.5 cm margins.  The essay must be at least 123 fully developed paragraphs and must use MLA documentation. No outside sources may be used.  You may discuss one of the following topics.  

1. The significance/interpretation of fire imagery in Hard Times.

2. Does Dickens’s text appear to be misogynist and typical Victorian reinforcement of the angel/whore polarity or does the depiction of female characters in Hard Times challenge patriarchal conventions?
3. How does class drive conflict in the novel?  In what way does class and changing economic status direct or determine much of what happens in the novel? 
4. What role do traditionally marginalized characters play in the novel?  Dickens brings to the center the circus, servants, the working poor, and orphans, all persons typically void of power or influence, yet they play center stage in Hard Times.  What role do they serve?  Is his portrayal realistic or a caricature which simply reinforces stereotypes?  Or is it some combination of both?  

May 7
introduction to the course and the study of literature, industrialization and Victorian England

May 8
Dickens and Hard Times; quiz on HT pp. 1-50

May 10  finish Book the First: Hard Times

May 11  Book the Second: Hard Times

May 14   Book the Third: Hard Times
May 15    thesis statement due

The rest of the syllabus will be made available as the class progresses.  Bronte’s The Tenant of Wildfell Hall will be read after the first exam.

Dear comrades:

Sorry that I could not attend class yesterday nor today.  My Blue Book tells me that statistically it’s more likely that I would become worse with little rest so I decide to make a Fact-based decision and stay at home.  Bitzer would be proud.  Dr. Paul Prill of Lipscomb University—the person reading this letter--will be lecturing today as an introduction to Victorian faith and doubt, the next topic we will explore.  Please give him your undivided attention and you will be held responsible on the exam for the material he covers. 

We will finish Hard Times on Monday.  On Monday I will give you the readings for the section on faith and doubt.  I would like you to give attention to your essay this weekend and turn in a revised thesis and/or a tentative outline on Monday.  Please recall that the paper must be a literary analysis.  I strongly urge you to read the chapter in the Allen and Bacon handbook on literary analysis since some of the thesis statements I read are simply not what we are interested in doing. I prefer not to accept assignments over email.  Even if you email me something, you should still bring a printed version to the next class meeting since sometimes email does not work as it should. 

Next week we will be reading some of the following available in a Norton Anthology or other sources.  Be careful of internet sources.  Those texts are often not authoritative.  

Matthew Arnold “Dover Beach,” selections from The Study of Poetry

Alfred, Lord Tennyson from Idylls of the King “The Passing of Arthur”

and selections form In Memoriam

John Henry Newman from Apologia Pro Vita Sua on his conversion to Catholicism

Thomas Hardy “Hap,” “Neutral Tones,” “The Darkling Thrush,” “The Ruined Maid,” “Ah, Are You Digging on My Grave,” “The Convergence of the Twain,” and “A Broken Appointment”

This Saturday you will have the opportunity to watch the first film, The French Lieutenant’s Woman.  It will begin around 19:00 at Kirponosa 13.  Several members of the class can explain where that is.  This gathering is a regularly held Student Night mostly for ICU freshmen.  Before the film, there will be a small meal and you are invited to take part in our discussion of C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity.  
On Monday, this film will be available for viewing at the Ukrainian Education Center’s temporary home at Dovzhenko 16B, apt. 74.  You can call ahead to reserve the video and TV/VCR.  The center, though, is often busy at night so call (241-8208) to make sure you are not disappointed. You should probably takes notes during the film, at least characters’ names and parts of the film that connect to what we have been discussing in class. 

See you Saturday hopefully. 

